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RYBURGH PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting on Tuesday 30th May 2017 at 7.00 p.m. in 

the Village Hall 

Present:  Cllr S Bushby (Chairman), Cllrs E Savory (Vice Chairman), C Buxton, A 
Pink and I Wilson. Locum Clerk Di Dann  

5 public in attendance 

 

1.  Welcome by the Chairman 

Everyone was welcomed to the meeting. 

2. Receive apologies 

Apologies had been received from Cllrs Benstead, Burr, Platton and K Wilson. 

3. Annual Report from the Chairman of the Parish Council  

The Chairman read her report (attached) 

4. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 17th May 2016  

On a PROPOSAL by Cllr Savory the minutes were AGREED. 

5. Annual Reports from our local organisations 

a) Ryburgh Wildlife Group  presented by Cllr I Wilson.  The group was growing in  

numbers and undertaking some interesting projects. 

b) WI Report forwarded by the Secretary Jennifer Allkins.  The WI now meet in the  

Memorial Hall they were maintaining their membership numbers and had had a varied 

programme of events and activities. 

c) Ryburgh Shop and Post Office  Report presented by Andrew Purdy.  Average daily 

takings have increased by 5% following increased publicity and the shop now have 

more volunteers working.  The shop now benefits from a 100% Small Business rate 

relief. The shop had been shortlisted for a BIG Society Award, and had been 

nominated also for the Community Champions Award in London on 10th June. 
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d) St Andrews PCC report presented by Anne Prentice Churchwarden. Thanks were 

given to the St Andrews singers and all the dedicated volunteers. June 2016 saw the 

Heritage Lottery Fund Project for WWI “Think and Thank” project and a 90th birthday 

celebration for Her Majesty the Queen.  Chancel roof repairs begin in August Plans 

for a toilet block. 

e) Bell Ringers report forwarded by Peter Trent, Bell Captain.  There were now twice 

weekly practices with new learners being recruited. Additional ringing had taken 

place for the Ryburgh Remembers Peal Project.  The group had also had annual 

outings and a dinner. 

c) Ryburgh Village Amenity Group (RVAG)  report presented by Steve Bushby. 

RVAG has broadened its role in the community promoting amenities and events in 

the parish.  Steering Committee members also play an active role on village 

committees. 

d) St John  Cllr H Plattin had advised that this organization had now been  

disbanded in the village. 

e) Playing Field.  A report was not available. 

f) Memorial Hall.  The report had been forwarded by the Chairman.  Several recent  

improvements at the hall including roof space installation, a raised kerb and new 

curtains.  There were regular hirers.  Volunteers were thanked.  There were plans to 

improve storage and replace the oil tank. 

g) Stitching Group.  The group meets twice monthly and would always welcome 

 new members. 

h) Book Group.  The group meets in members’ homes.  The group had reviewed two 

books and had had an annual dinner 

i) Ryburgh Singers report had been forwarded by Fiona Barnaby Choir Director. 

Noted that they had recently changed their name from St Andrews Singers to the 

Ryburgh Singers.  The group provides music for church services as well as other 

benefice services.  In 2016 they had put on two concerts.  The group would also be  
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leading the Choral Evensong at St Andrews in Holt.  Edward Barnaby the organist 

was thanked.  The group is always looking for new members.  

 

6. Receive Questions from the public.  There were none. 

 

The meeting closed at 7.40 p.m. 

 

 

 

………………………………………………                                                                                   ……………………… 

Chairman                                                                                                                          Date 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                      Appendix 1 

Chair’s Annual Parish Council Report May 2017 



Good evening everyone. Thank you for joining us this evening and we welcome our 

new county councillor Steffan Aquarone. We offer our congratulations to him on his 

election and look forward to working with him on all that matters to Ryburgh. We also 

extend our appreciation to outgoing County Councillor David Ramsbotham for his 

sterling work on behalf of Ryburgh Parish over the past 4 years and wish him well for 

the future. 

The past 12 months have seen further personnel changes within the parish council. 

Last September Councillor Sewell resigned after 11 years’ service to the parish and 

we extended our thanks to him. A casual vacancy arose and at the beginning of 

November Councillor Buxton joined us at the table. Last month saw the sad 

departure of our very able clerk Virginia Crew. After her resignation Di Dann 

thankfully agreed to locum for us while we advertised and interviewed prospective 

candidates. We are immensely grateful to you for this, Di. Interviews have taken 

place for the position of clerk and we hope to make an appointment soon. 

Improvements and additions to the village this year have included the completion of 

the LED street lighting project for the remainder of the village, thanks to a grant of 

£4,900 from the Dudgeon Community Fund. At current rates, this will reduce the 

annual electricity costs in the region of £1,800. 

After reverting to NNDC’s dog waste collection team, a dog waste bin has been 

installed in Highfield Lane after complaints of persistent fouling there. The problem 

seems to have improved and thanks go to Councillor Ian Wilson for installing the bin 

on the council’s behalf. 

Income from the bottle bank behind the memorial hall has made a steady increase 

due to persistent advertising. This year’s net income from May 2016 to May 2017 

has climbed to £386. The council encourages all residents to make use of this facility 

even if it does require a little more effort than using your own green bin. 

This coming year sees the parish council making its first major contribution directly 

towards the grass-cutting costs of the playing field. This agreement is to be reviewed 

annually with the Playing Field committee which continues to make its own 

contribution from its constant fund-raising efforts which we will hear all about in its 

report shortly. 

We await the final tidying up of the parts of the village affected by Carillion and 

Dudgeon after a good couple of years of upheaval to the surrounding countryside 

and we look forward to the land resettling and recovering, and to a replacement 

bench being installed after its predecessor was demolished by works traffic. 

The subsidised taxi scheme continues to run but has seen a decline in use of late. 

Councillors review the journey subsidy at each meeting in line with usage. This is a 

valuable service to those who use it, albeit a minority, and we are grateful to the 

village shop for its help administering this scheme. We encourage residents to 

promote this service, particularly to the elderly and those too young drive, to ensure 

as many people benefit as possible. 

Changes made by NNDC to a digital planning response system mean the council 

has adopted a planning protocol which makes comments on planning applications 



via email or delegation to the clerk in order to meet tighter deadlines. Paper copies of 

plans ceased to be available from April 2017. The new protocol should mean fewer 

meetings for the smaller planning applications and will hopefully reduce meeting 

venue costs. I does of course require good communication with the clerk by 

councillors who must make their thoughts known promptly. 

There has been some success alleviating drainage problems at the bottom of the 

village. Cllr Binstead met with a representative from the County Council Highways 

department and Tom Cook of the Sennowe Estate regarding the blocked culverts in 

Mill Rd and subsequent work seems to have greatly reduced the Mill Road flooding 

issue. Our thanks go to Councillor Binstead for pursuing this.  

Other successes have been the Parish Council’s nomination of Ryburgh Village 

Shop and playing field committee stalwart Pam Dorling for categories in the Norfolk 

Big Society Awards. Both were shortlisted as finalists and awarded runners-up 

certificates at an awards ceremony in Sheringham in March. This double award is 

particularly satisfying and we thank all involved for their voluntary efforts to make our 

community such a vibrant place to live. 

Councillors Bushby, Savory and Buxton helped to compile a Parish Council flyer in 

February which detailed village activities and contacts and highlighted the role of the 

parish council with a view to improving public participation. This was hand delivered 

to all households in Great and Little Ryburgh and our thanks go to Councillor Pink 

and Steve Bushby for their legwork. 

Looking to the future, Peter Trent has been commissioned to take on some repairs to 

the War Memorial site of which the council is custodian. The work is being paid for 

by mostly private donations and new rose bushes are to be planted which will make 

a handsome addition … Councillor Buxton has also offered to repaint the railings to 

the front of the memorial which will improve its whole appearance – all this during the 

WW1 centenary remembrance period which makes a fitting tribute to those who fell 

in the Great War and in wars since. The council is also in the process of registering 

the Memorial with Land Registry. 

We continue to pursue the installation of a defibrillator in the centre of the village. 

Funding has yet to be sought for this and there are a couple of suggestions of where 

it could be sited with landowners’ approval. It will be a worthwhile addition to the 

village and will, we hope, be achieved later this year. 

In December Councillor Ian Wilson presented a proposal to develop a 

Neighbourhood Plan for the parish and the council voted in favour of beginning this 

process, recognising the huge workload this would involve. Several residents have 

since offered up their time and expertise and have formed an initial working party. To 

date, the Neighbourhood Area has been designated and the working party have 

begun to formulate a strategy to maximise community involvement and opinion. It 

has been agreed that the Neighbourhood Plan will make best use of the council’s 

new website to help achieve this. Initial grant funding has also been received into the 

Parish Council’s account and ring fenced for future use. That leads me nicely into the 

development of the new website in line with current transparency compliance for 

parish councils. Our current Wordpress website has been deemed unfit for purpose, 



cumbersome for the clerk to use and is frankly not likely to engage parishioners well. 

Norfolk PTS’s IT expert Steve Jackman is currently building our new Wix website 

which will be much more attractive, accessible and will not only serve the council’s 

purposes well but also double up for use by the Neighbourhood Plan working party 

while it is operational. It will offer them two-way traffic and dedicated feedback forms 

while also integrating social network platforms, Twitter and Facebook as well as 

hopefully embedding YouTube videos. All this ensures that the community can be 

fully informed at every level in the NDP process. 

Finally, we await the lodging of Crisp Maltings long-term site development plans, as 

revealed at the meeting in August last year when representatives attended to inform 

us that they have been consulting with NNDC on plans to build a new access road to 

the site and develop some of its land for residential use. Representatives from Crisp 

Maltings have been invited to attend the July meeting to update us further. This will 

be an opportunity for councillors to pose questions and we encourage parishioners 

who may have concerns to direct them to a councillor or the clerk for inclusion at that 

meeting. 

I will end my report with the news that the end of year balance is £15,223, a healthy 

reserve which the council will earmark for its future plans while being ever aware of 

the relentless cuts to services nationwide.  

 

Suzanne Bushby 

 

 

 


